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at Sir George LOTOS'S house $ and both Asquith and his brilliant
and warm-hearted wife had already formed the beginning of a
firm and abiding friendship with him which, save for one brief
period of estrangement, was to endure to the end of both men's lives.

Asquith rather than Campbell-Bannerman had been his real
leader when Rufus Isaacs first entered politics as a Liberal
Imperialist, and he never abated his admiration for the older
man's steadfast character and splendid gifts, his high-mindedness,
his dignity, his fortitude, his Yorkshire common sense and Roman
eloquence. He was to Rufus Isaacs the apotheosis of Oxford,
the scholar-statesman in direct line of descent from the mighty
figures of the eighteenth century. Above all he envied in him
his faculty of conciseness. "If only I had Asquith's power of
condensation !" he would often say. "He never uses an unneces-
sary word."

With Asquith now Prime Minister and Grey and Haldane
still respectively Secretaries of State for Foreign Affairs and for
War, the Liberal-Imperialist influence seemed predominant in
the rearranged Cabinet, but the changes had brought to the fore
one man of a very different brand of Liberalism, whose personality
was destined to exercise during the following years an immense
influence upon British history and incidentally upon Rufus
Isaacs' own career.

Mr. Lloyd George was now promoted from the Board of
Trade to the Exchequer, where he was better able to direct his
efforts toward the realization of the many schemes for the
improvement of conditions of life which he had long had in mind.

Of tireless energy, fervid eloquence and indomitable courage,
he was possessed by a burning sympathy for the "under dog" and
a fixed determination to remove the injustices under which he
suffered.

A solicitor by profession, he had briefed Rufus Isaacs on
several occasions, and the two men were already acquainted
when they met in the House of Commons, where their acquain-
tance soon matured into friendship.

Their qualities were very different and largely complementary.
Lloyd George had vision, fire and enthusiasm ; Rufus Isaacs
had balance, judgment and restraint.

Lloyd George was the architect, full of constructive imagina-
tion, bent upon replanning on novel lines the future development
of the nation and dazzling his clients with the originality and
splendour of his designs.

Rufus Isaacs was the surveyor, checking the quantities, estimat-
ing the cost, testing the foundations, handling the building con-